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Matt Saunders - Malina 1, 2, 3 and Haus Poelzig

While insistently studio-based, my work often ventures into the uncertain terrain between media.
A fascination with the moving image—and by extension the uncanny repetitions and mobility
of images in general—finds expression in works that hinge on their particular embodiments, the
specific materials and means of their making. Animated films are fast-paced and staccato, but ask
the viewer to see them as process-oriented abstractions, more to do with the hand than the lens.
Still photos, made with painted “negatives” of oil on linen or plastic, come in series and exist in a
kind of animated flux, between media and between instants.

Photolithography offered the possibility to work with still and moving images in an experimental
way, as the plate could be exposed to an entire video sequence, not just a single frame. We started
with a short clip—an animation of about 12 ink drawings—and ran it in a loop to expose several
photolithographic plates, each slightly differently: dropping frames, changing exposure times and
developing the plates with brushes, idiosyncratically, by hand. Some of the plates were reworked
with acetone and they all were printed, layered in different combinations, to strive for a push-pull
of frozen motion and a family of related but quite varied prints.

The first group of prints, Malina, draws from the film by Werner Schroeter (adapted by Elfriede
Jelinek from the novel by Ingeborg Bachmann.) The unnamed heroine, who spins in the film
around a center in crisis, is more or less discernable in each of the three prints, all of which are
made from a series of drawings of a momentary scene in the film: a quick, indecisive turn; a
complete rotation around the character.

Haus Poelzig layers a different type of animation. A single drawing—in this case the Berlin villa
of the architect Hans Poelzig, designed by his wife and collaborator Marlene Moeschke-Poelzig—
is exposed many times with broadly different developing, for a sequence in which the mostly
stable architecture is caught up in a flexing and imperfect space. The photolithographic plates,
further subjected to interruptions, erasures and even scale shifts, heighten these disjunctions. The
home of Poelzig, a famously changing and visionary architect who was equally influential in his
set designs for Expressionist films as in his modern industrial campuses, starts to transform into
something else.
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